Station/Stationary, 

Site Specific Dance Commission at Crewe Station, September 2008

‘Station / Stationary’ from the Inside

Position Statement 

Whilst the dates of the project are now in place, a detailed dance map agreement is near completion and most of the artists and groups that will be involved are fully signed up, the nature of the project will continue to develop over time, in fact right up until the culmination at the station itself.  This is intentional as it allows for performing groups to be more involved in decision-making.  Communication with partners will be maintained throughout however, so there are no surprises and that all partners are in agreement as to the desired outcomes of the project.

Continuing Professional Development is a core element of the project.  

The project activity began with pollen8, a six day residential retreat at the Oblate Retreat Centre in Wistaston.  All performing and facilitating artists are involved in the retreat.  The training with Body Cartography, Jacqueline McCormick, Dance Director at Cheshire Dance and Master Yoga practitioner, Tricia McAvoy has created a common ground from which all artists can draw from and build on as they continue creating their site-based performance work with their groups. 

Activity from June up to the culmination 

Olive and Otto returned for 10 days in June for a further series of site based investigations at the station.  The primary purpose of these was to deepen explorations and a working partnership with Crewe Station.  Artists undertook a series of tasks in specific spaces around the station.  Movement material developed over this period will form a basis for further developmental work in September. Some of the content will be uploaded onto the station/stationary blog as a basis for further discussion amongst the artists and participatory groups in the run up to the residency in September.

The Event

i.  Performances (may change)

E.g. 2 x 45 minute gallery-type performances over 5 days 26-29th Sept.  

Preview night (guests and press) 25th Sept..  7pm and 8pm start times.  

Audiences will gather on platform 12/13 for the start and culmination.  Also, people will be free to explore other dance / installation happenings elsewhere around the station prior to and following the performance.  Darkness is the most exciting time for video projection opportunities. Sunset is anticipated for around 6.45pm for end September.

http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/astronomy.html?n=136&month=9&year=2008&obj=sun&afl=-11&day=1
ii.  Reference to map of the station (link)

A more detailed dance map agreement is being drafted with photos of performance spaces as part of the Risk Assessment process with the Station Manager.

iii.  How it might work for the various groups?

Each group is being facilitated by one of the core artists.  Conceptions of the piece developed in May/June will inform how the facilitators will go on to work with their groups.  This could for example include onsite research, historical research, building movement material, collecting audio or video materials that could be completed between June, July and the first half of August.  Some material will be shared on the spacescheshire.com blog, developed and become the material that the final performances will be shaped around. 

iv.  How it might work in terms of the VIDEO element?

Key locations for video projection have been identified for medium to large scale projections in the station. These projections would extend these themes around time travel, journeying and place by playing with highly malleable media of video to seduce and transform the viewers perception of time and space. Some of this video would transform the interior of the station to another time and place completely, maybe an era before the station existed or the view from a window of an incredible train ride, or some of Cheshire’s gardens. Other imagery would include life size people waiting, watching and moving in those specific spaces into which the image is projected who could be joined by their real life doubles for specific choreographed dances.

http://www.bodycartography.org/arch/evnt.php4?ev_id=220


Click link above, then click 2nd quicktime link for examples of this re-projection idea.

v.  How it might work for audiences?

Approx. 50 people per performance.  Gather at identified meeting place, platform 12, assisted by guides from entrance to the station.  For most of the performance audiences will be on platforms 12 and 13, although other happenings will be taking place elsewhere on the station and audiences will be invited to wander prior to and following the main performance work.

vi.  How it might work in terms of the Website elements (eg blog, webinars, images, key stages of work in progress)?

Using www.spacescheshire.com will be the station/stationary virtual home, and mirrored somehow on the www.cheshiredance.org websites.  We would like the blog to be used as a crucial and integral meeting point for development of the work. It would act as a collecting point for ideas but also once the project is finished can act as public record that has contributions from artists involved with the project and the general public.  It can be somewhat less formal than the website as anyone can contribute to the material on the blog.  

Partners role 

· to build public interest locally nationally and internationally amongst partners’ own networks

· to seek additional funds, in kind support, materials, projection technology and simple audio solutions

· to help provide security/crb checked guides for the event

Next Steps


JUNE

· Partners Meeting at Crewe Station, leading to Dance Spaces Map Agreement

· Project outline transfer to www.spacescheshire.com and www.cheshiredance.org 

· Conduct station visits for 

· R&D

· technical testing

· risk assessment / preparation of method statement to support the dance map agreement.

JULY

· Spaces Symposium, 18th July, Tatton Park

· Confirm London 2012 link (end July)

· Dance Spaces Map Agreement sent to Virgin Trains

AUGUST

· Confirm artist/student/group participation and schedule of visits for September

· Final designs to print + e-flyer and distribute

· Dance Spaces Map Agreement in place

SEPTEMBER

· Publicity push

· Confirm details for 23rd, 24th Sept - Tech rehearsals

· Confirm details for press / VIP night, 25th Sept

· Further partners/production meeting 19th Sept 2008

· Technical

· Health & Safety Arrangements

· Performers / Spaces

· Staffing

· Audience plan - pre-performance, movement around station, post-performance.

TO END DECEMBER

· Evaluation including sustaining elements of the project e.g. photography display at the Station, website round-up, dissemination of good practice, further projects ….

